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Abstract

Objective : To study the prevalence of depression and factors associated with depression of
inmates in the KhonKaen Central Prison.

Method : The sample consisted of 250 case from inmates in the KhonKaen Central Prison.
The Depression Screening Test and Suicidal Risk Screening Test Developed by Tavee Tangseree
(2003) were used to as means of data collection. Data was statistically analyzed in terms of
frequency distribution, percentages, means standard deviation, chi-square test and odd ratio.
Results : The study revealed that 36.0% of the sample was suffering from depression. More
female subjects had depression compared with male subjects. (OR=2.667, 95%CI=1.562-4.551,
p-value < 0.05). Factors that significantly associtated with depression (p-value < 0.05) were female
sex, age, educational level, health status and psychosocial stress. Suject who had depression were
at highter risk of suicide than non-depressed subjects (OR = 12.202, 95%CI 4.826-30.855.
p-value < 0.05) .

Conclusion : The prevalence rate of depression among inmates was 36.0%. Factor that
significantly associtated with depression were female sex, age, educational level, health status and
psychosocial stress. The prevalence rate of depression and suicide risk among inmate in KhonKaen
were higher than the prevalence rate among general population. Knowledge about factors
associtated with mental health problem of inmate may help improve services for those in

risk group.
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