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Abstract

The objective of this rescarch is to study factors affecting the
readmissionof schizophrenia patients in Khon-Kaen-Neuro-Psychiatric
hospital., These factors include family care and relationéhip, knowledge
and understending of the disease, attitudes towards the illness and
treatment available, patient's society and surroundings, patient's‘needs

and wants in the family, relative's feeling end dealing with the patient.

The samples used in the study were seventy five schizophrenics who
were readmitted in the hospital and seventy five of their relatives.
The data were collected between June 1985 and January 1986. The findings

of this study are as follows :

1. For the schizophrenics : 72 percent were male; 28 percent female;
61.34 percent unmarried; 69.34 percent between 21 and 40 years of age;
65.34 percent middle child of the family. 77.33 percent resided in rural
area. 61.34 percent finished their school no more than primary four,
Most of them were farmers and 61.34 percent earned no more than one thousand
baht per month;53.33 percent complained that it was not enoush to meke both
ends meet. The maximu? readmission was twotimes. 62,67 percent had the

number of
status in family as sons or daughters.

For the relatives : 40 percent were patients' parents; 65.33 percent
male; 65.33 percent over 41 years of age. 44 percent finished their
school no more than primary four. 84 percent were farmers. 70.67 percent

were responsible for both cost of treatment and care of the patients.
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2, Family relationship and care after discharye : 82,67 percent of
the patients said that their relatives still had respect and affection
for the patients as before or more and 78,67 percent said their relatives

still cared for them.

3. Knowledyge and understanding of the disease and treament : Both
patients and Relative understand that this disease could be completely
cured. A4s a result, 63.99 percent of the patients lost follow-up on
acceeent of the conviction that they have already been cured. Most of
them were adviced by the hospital staff that they should come for follow-up
and stick strictly to the prescription. In spite of these advices, when
asked about the cause of readmission, both the patients and relatives
admitted that they lost follow—ﬁp 63.33 and 73.34 percent respectively.
The first person,thom the relatives brought the patients to was a witch.

4o Attitudes tovards the illness and treatment available:50.67 percent
of the patients believed they disturbed the society. 36 percent of their
relatives attributed the symptoms to black magic, Most of the patients
and-relatives believed that participation of the family could help cure

the illness and all of the relatives believed that modern medicine could

cure and bring the patients back to society.

5, Patient's society and surroundings : 68 percent of the patients
said that their neighbours used to tease patients as crazy men. 61.34
percent complained that their neighbours secretly looked askance at them

either frequently or rarely., Friends or colleajsues persuaded the patients
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to take to drugs freguently and rarely as 34.67 percent and 30.66 percent
respectively.
6. Patient's protlems and needs at home :

48 percent of the patients had conflict with the family;

57.33 percent had a number of difficulties in their economy.
7. Relative's feeling and dealing with patient :

88 percent of the relatives let the patients help themselves;
78,67 percent of them had frustration and difficulties in dealing with
the patients. 84 percent considered papients to be a serious problen and

42.67 percent wanted the patients to stay in the hospitel forever,
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