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 Abstract |

Introduction :  As the result of the ritual of devil expelling in Khon Kaen on June 3° 2003 which was done on

the last day of the APEC meeting. The emergency psychiatric team took action to decrease the community crisis.

Method : 1) Having been informed by the network personne! on June 3% 2003, a team was assigned to bury
themselves in the area to observe the ritual and analyze the situation. 2) The team then cooperated with the local
health center to get the information about the cause of death and other incidents. 3) The team held a meeting with
the public heaith personnel and the head of the community to analyze and find support in the community. 4) The
team made a plan to solve the problems. 5) The team was divided into 3 groups to help decrease the community
crisis. The first team met the community figures who do not believe in the incidece and attempt to get true
information. The second team found the solution to support the accused person. The third team sought ways to help

the student who was said to be haunted by the Phi-pop. 6} Evaluate the results of the intervention.

The results : 1) The rumor was originated when Miss A (Fake name) felt fainted on the roof of her home while
trying to adjust the television antenna. Before the incident, she quarreled with her aunt. Her relatives took her to the
hospital and the physician said she had nothing unusual. But her condition was still the same. The relatives then
asked the monks to heal her and she recovered. She then said a “Phi-pop” named Ms C. haunted her. The rumor
then started. At the same time more than 20 people died in the village. Therefore: the ritual of devil expelling was
held. The monks who performed the ceremony said he could catch 39 “Phi-pop”. Two persons were accused 1o be
“Phi-pops™. 2) Problem analysis; it was found that there are both the believers and non-believers in the village. The
village headman is the leader to hold the ceremony. The incident coincided with the soon-coming election of the
village headman. The village headman took the incident as an opportunity to create the trust among the voters. One
of the accused found the headman stole the wood in the forest and the case is now in the court. The other accused,
Ms C {fake name), who carries many “sacred” images and has the tattoo on her body and is said to be living with
an evil spirit. This makes people believe that she is a “Phi-pop”. 3) The results of the operation: the team could stop
the rumor by providing the true information about the cause of death to the people. The community leaders like the
head monk, the teachers, the presidents of various clubs and other public health personnel are the main speakers.
The truth is that during the past 8 months, 16 people died of physical diseases, one hanged himself while the other
3 died with no specific causes. Miss A was found to be raised in a very poor family with a lot of debt and her mother
didn’t want her to further her study. The team then informed the school about this. A week after the incident,

everything calmed down.

Conclusion and discussion : With the cooperation of heads of the community concerned, the incident calmed

down very quickly and we have this crisis intervention model for useful in the future.

Key words : community crisis, mental health crisis, possession disorder, spirit possession.
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